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LETTER OF RESIGNATION FROM SMC STAFF .

“June 5, 1968
Linda Morse-
New York @

Dear Linda,

‘Although ‘I d¢id not attend the founding conference of SMC, I watched
w1th ‘support its growth and progress. = In Minnesota the Student Mobilizer
:~was read with interest by activists: and the Minnesota CEWV worked to build
the SMC actions. When I joined the SMC I kmew neither Kipp nor Syd but
was encouraged, once 1 had :begun- work, to see the cohesive organization
and structure in the commlttee, and an. honest enthuslasm in bu;ld;ng
mass actlons, § : . . _

As chalrman of‘the Hlnnesota CEWV (from where I had come 1mmedlate1y
prdor to joining the SMC) I had had much: experlence-ln working with the
YSA, and it was undoubtedly with their disciplined and dedicated assistance
that ‘nearly 200 people traveled to NYC for.the April-15 mobilization,
thgt over 600 people marched in last August's leqshlma Day observance in
the Twin Cities, that the Minn. Comm. was able to hold 4 highly success-
ful street meetlngs in deferse of the right of free speech for GIs
(precipitated by Howard Petrick's threatened courtmartial) and that the
Minn. Comm. mobilized people from the surrounding 5-state area to demon-
.strate in January of 1967 at Fort Leavenwor*h Prison to protest the
~imprisenment of the Fort Hood Three. ' In alljof these actionsy it is B
difficult to assess how many - addltional people. joined our: ranks, but |
we do know that without these actions, the incentive for antiwar
involvenent would have been less, and the-antiwar movement the poorer.
Perhaps it is because of my independence of -any:political organlzaxlon
that' I eansee with-a certain objectivity~the potential and necessity -
of the broadest possible single issue antiwar coalition; tee, I have
not. failed ‘t6 observe that the organizational quality and structure of
the YSA, whlch gave the coalition 1mpetus and dlrthlOn, is ‘now sadly
lacklng. R Sy

For the'! past three weeks I have watched theSMQ take on an- 1ncrea31ng
inertia until I find it quité inconceivable- that»anythlng constructive
~can be accomplished in this present situation. iected summer : -
inténtions aré-not taking shape; I have seenino. pub ications, no 1eaf1ets,
and have neither seen nor heard of any concrete work accompilished in.
or’out of  the office. 'For one lame reason after another, totally
unconvineing o any -‘antiwar activist concermed with the current crisis
with the SMC, the Working Committee meetings have been consistentily
'postponed ﬁone of this is surprising after the- unpr1n01pled motion
- of’ exclusionary politics aimed at barring: ‘the YSA from working as staff
“members: on the SMC was passed at a Working:- Committee: meetlng>May 8,

and the multi-issue program SMC is drifting towards, both. thlngs in
direct opp081t10n to the way 1n which SMC was, foun.ded° e -

Whlle the Worklng committee postpones 1ts meetlngs and contlnues
its exclusionary policy, the heroic Vietnamese struggle agalnst the
US aggressors continues, and American GIs are also experlen01ng a
higher death rate than during any previous two week perlod in the
Vietnam- war,~ It is precmsely now durlng”these phony negotlatlons'_
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that the antiwar coalition must maintain its vitality. If we are \~g;(
seriously opposed to the war, it is our duty to work harder during - ‘
this period, to mobilize greater opposition to the war, not dwindle

away as a result of exclusionary politics. R AT

; "I am mot able to sit by and .watch the sluggish manner .in - whlch
_ the SMC. is. ‘bumbling about:. . Is SMC .guilty of what has -often been

said of the current administration perpetrating the murder~mn_V1etnam,
that they 'stumbled ‘blindly' into the 81tuatlon7 If 8MC has i
stumbled ‘blindly into thi's grave error, ‘dtodis imperative to- reverse
the exclusion directed ‘at the ¥B8A, and keep from: ‘dissolution by ..
ca2lling for a national conference in the Midwest at the earllesb
possible date. One of SMC's principal slogans has been "Bring uhe
TTOGPS'Hbme‘wat" Killing the coalition and. excludlng polltlcal
,\greups Wlll néver WOrk to acoompllsh that almn;\,y, : *

| T 'find T ¢an no. lqnger'work with the shell- that remalns af the .
’JSMC and I regretfully res1gn from the staff. . - e . T

Slncerely O ,fx’;

B . | (sxgned) Martha Harris.”f_ .
RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE OF THE ASSOCIATED S@UDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY er bl
OF CALIFORNIA AT BERKELEY JUNE 5, 1968 f~riﬂ.,¢ N .,M,('

: WHEREAS the war in Vietnam belng wage& by the Unlted Shates
government is an”. 1mperialist wary .
- "WHEREAS, the ‘war'ig Viétnam has resulted 1n more than 150,000
GIs: kllled and wounded ;. .
"WHEREAS, the war. expendmtures are needed for humanltarlgn preaects:r
such as the ellminaticn of poverty, sickness and illiveragy; . . Lo
"WHEREAS, it must be demonstrated in mass street actlons that the;
mass of American people are against the war;
"NOTING, that theé antiwar movement has ‘been built. through .
democratic national eenventlons to call antiwar demonstratlons and
decide policy questions; ' . j -
Lo "AND FURTHER NOTING,. the antlwar movement has also been bpilt on A
the basis of non~exclusion o
"BE IT RESOLVED,: the e ftudent Senate of the ‘Associated Students of
the UnlverS1ty of Californiar declares its opposition to the-war; - .. -
J“DEMKNDS ~the  immediate withdrawal of US troops from Vletnam; ;;»,qf
"DECLARES, its support.for mass demonstretions such-.as those on ;.
April 15, 19673 October 21,.1967;:April 26, 1968; and April. 274 196835
- "DECLARES, its sﬁpport for the antiwar coalltlon responsible: for-. .-
calling’ anf coordinating these actions on the natlonal level, th@ L e
Student Mobilization Committees Peserf
"DECLARES, its support fo* the fundamental foundatlon of the
antiwar novement ;- non-ex01u51on in membershlp and democracy 1n ;;y
decision maklng.“‘*< PTGl . S RTIR SP

This resolutlon recelved the vote of every Senator against the ,Q;
war in' Viebtnam and now represents the official policy of the ASUC . e
on the war and the antiwar movement. A copy has been sent to
Linda Morse. :



